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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE INCREASE OF THE MINISTRY.—A SERMON, 


Preached in St. Michael’s Church Charleston, in behalf of the Protestant Episcopal 
Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina, on the occasion of its 
Fortieth Anniversary, 19th February 1850. By the Rev. W. W. Spear, Recter o 
Grace Church, Charleston. : 

Matt. ix: 38, 39.—The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few ; .pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that He will send forth laborers into His harvest. 


Tue Society, whose Anniversary we this day celebrate, proposes 
for its object the education of those who have resolved to devote their 
lives to the :ervice of God in the Ministry of the Gospel, and the sup- 
port of those who are already engaged in that good work, Its opera- 
tious must of course have reference primarily if not exclusively to the 
collection and disbursement of funds, for the benefit of those who are 
already either candidates for, or incumbents of, the sacred office. 

But it is impossible for the officers and members of such an I[nsti- 
tution to confine their thoughts, and wishes, and hopes within the nar- 
row range of their present operations. They cannot meet for delibe- 
ration upon any of the concerns of the Church, without having their 
attention directed to the necessity, not only of supplying the wants, 
but of increasing the xwmbers of those who desire to enter upon this 
good work, without being reminded that if their resources are limited, 
their facilities also far fram numerous, that it would require a very 
small effort of liberality to enable them to meet ai/ the demands which 
are ever made upon their treasury; and that if this were done, the 
amount of missionary labor would be miserably small, and the wants 
even of that portion of the field which they profess to cultivate, after 
all, most inadequately supplied. We need more efficient means to the 
great end in view, than simply a continuance and increase of pecuniary 
contributions; and we may well inquire if any other means are ap- 
pointed or gr te for its attainment. I shall therefore extend my 
remarks to the whole subject, which is naturally suggested to our 
minds. viz: the interest, the necessity,and the duty of the Church, with 
respect to the increase of the Ministry. 

This subject is clearly indicated by thetextitsel; but it will be more 
impressively conveyed to your minds by observing the connection of 
the passage: ‘“ And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teach- . 
ing in their synagogues and preaching the Gospel ofthe kingdom, and 
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healing every sickness and disease among the people. But when He 
saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion on them, be- 
cause they fainted and were scattered abroad as sheep having no 
shephard. Tten saith He unto his disciples, the harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the laborers are few; pray ye, the Lord of the harvest 
that He will send forth laborers with his Lord. And when He had 
called to Him his twelve disciples, He gave them power against un- 
clean spirits to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and 
disease, and said unto them, as ye go preach, saying, the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” ‘The topics which this narrative leads us to con- 
sider are, the deplorable conditeon of mankind without the knowledge 
of the Gospel—the indispensable zecessity of ministerial effort for the 
diffusion of that knowledge—the inadequate supply of this important 
instrumentality—and the means which may be used for the increase 
of it. 

ist. Let us observe the deplorable condition of mankind without the 
knowledge of the Gospel. Our Lord describes the multitudes which 
He saw around Him, assheep having no shepherd It was their des- 
titute and dying condition which moved Him to compassion, and led 
Him to the adoption of means for their relief, by sending His disciples 
to prosecute the work which He had begun. The principal work of 
Christ and His disciples at that time was doubtless to heal all manner 
of bodily disease—but (we know) that was the type employed by 
our Lord of the spiritual maladies of our race. In this respect, the 
multitudes before Him were emphatically “ the Jost sheep of the house 
of Israel,’’ and the same is the condition of all ‘‘ the tribes of Adam,” 
while they are without a shepherd to lead them to the green pastures 
of Christian knowledge, and the still waters of Christian comfort. 

The condition of mankind without the Gospel is as strongly repre- 
sented by another metaphor, which is contained in the text. Where 
they are compared to grain ready to be reaped, but without any man 
ready to gather it. For what, though the field be ripe to the harvest, 
if there be no laborer to secure the vesu/t? You need not be told that 
under such circumstances all would be /ost, Nay, the condition of 
mankind is still worse than this, for in general there is no preparation 
of heart to receive the Gospel. The ground is barren of all good, for 
men are without God in the world; yea, more, it is fruitful of all 
evil, bringing forth thorns and briars, overspread with rank Juxuri- 
ance, Even when the day-spring from on high visits them who sit in 
darkness, the darkness comprehendeth it not. Christ may come 
to his own, but his own receive Him not, and but for the special in- 
fluence which the Gospel brings with it, He would be universally 
despised and rejected of men. The adoption of these figures in Holy 
Scripture ought to inspire us with awful apprehensions of the state of 
those, who live and die in ignorance of the Gospel. All admit that 
nothing is so necessary as religion, for the world at large. Whatever 
ese they may be disposed to question, they seldom deny the moral- 
izing effects of the Gospel upon the major part of society, however it 
may: be perverted and abused, asis every thing that is good, by indi- 
viduals. But more than this, if men are already Jost, and there be 
none other name whereby they may be saved, what shall the end be 
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of those who are not made acquainted with the way of life? Con- 
demned they must be, and that “ without excuse ;” not indeed for the 
rejection of the Gospel itself, but for the cherishing uf that evil heart 
of unbelief, and the commission of those acts of sin, which render the 
truth and power of the Gospel necessary to their conviction and salva- 
tion. Since faith in Christ is the only hope for fallen and sinful man, 
the apostle’s inquiry becomes a demonstration, “how shall they believe 
in Him of whom they have not heard, and how shall they hear without 
a preacher, and how shall theypreach, except they be sent ?”’ 

2. We are led to consider the necessity of ministerial effort for the 
diffusion of the knowledge of the Gospel. On the occasion of uttering the 
text, our Lord had it in His heartto select some forthis purpose. First, 
He ordained twelve, and then appointed other seventy also. After He 
ascended, amongthe first fruits of the Spirit, there were “‘ some Apostles, 
Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers.” In the first age, their oral instruc- 
tions were the only channel of the truth in Jesus. The Canon of Scrip- 
ture not being written, it was only “ by their mouth that the Word of 
the Lord sounded out into all lands.” Since that time, indeed, inspira- 
tion has ceased in the living ministry, and with it all pretence to infal- 
ibility. The written Word has thus become the only certain source 
of wisdom and knowledge to Ministers and people; but still this office is 
important and apart from all questions as to its constitution, there is 
no doubt that it was intended to be perpetual. The blessing of Jesus, 
the presence and power of the Great Head of the Church may be ex- 
pected to rest upon their efforts, in proportion as they are made in 
conformity with the instructions derived from their Lord and Master. 

The necessity of this appointment would seem to have been obvious ; 
for as we could not anticipate a harvest in the natural world, without 
the agency of laborers, so we could not expect the extension of the 
Gospel without some such instrumentality. But we forget what a 
special Providence there wasin it. This institution is itself one of the 
most original features of the Gospel; so much so, that it may be num- 
bered among the evidences of its Divine authority. 

‘No religion (says Bp. D. Wilson,) was ever attempted to be spread 
through the world by means of instruction and persuasion, but Chris- 
tianity. The idea never came into the minds of men to propagate a reli- 
gion, having for its exclusive object the enlightening of mankind, till 
Christ said to his apostles “ go ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature.” It was worthy of the compassionate Spi- 
rit of Him, who is indeed the good Shepherd of our lost race, to send 
forth His disciples to seek for his sheep who are dispersed abroad, 
that as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so Christ might 
be lifted np by their word, in the sight of the world, and all the efids 
of the earth might be persuaded to look to Him and besaved. 

3. But though the design was so wise and good, we hnve still to re- 
mark the inadequate supply of this important agency. The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the laborers are few, said our Lord in the days of 
His flesh, and what portion of the world does not even afier so long a 
time exemplify the same lamentable truth. It was true of the multi- 
tudes that followed his personal ministry, how much more true of the 
multitudes in every successive generation, who have been scattered 
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abroad in the midst of this naughty world, or even of those now living 
on the earth, who need to return to the Shepherd and Bishop of souls. 
The disciples stood alone amid the people of Israel; and if we should 
compare the number ot those who are now casting out devils in His 
name, with the population of the globe, weshould discover a dispropor- 
tion quite as great as it was, when our Lord Himself remarked it. 
The harvest truly is plenteous, for “the field is the world,” and the 
work of the Ministry will not be fulfilled till the Gospel is preached 
among all nations for a testimony, if not atriumph; but the laborers 
are few, there remaineth very much land to be possessed, nay, even to 
be surveyed, Weseem not entered within some of its borders, yea, 
our Pisgah view is of a land afar off. 

It is even a grave question whether this disproportion is inany degree 
diminishing—whether the increase of population is not much larger 
than the increase of the Ministry, and whether, therefore, the Church 
is not in the position of the shipwrecked mariner travelling upon a 
floating iceburg, whose destination is southward, but who fir-ds, never- 
theless his latitude increasing every day, and who is really receding 
from, instead of as he supposes, approaching the spot where he would 
be. In our own day, the demand for Ministerial labor is perhaps 
greater than it ever was, since our Lord first sent forth his disciples, 
Not only is the field more extensive by reason of the increase of popu- 
lation, but the facilities for its cultivation are greatly increased. We 
have but to liftup our eyes and look on the fields, for behold they are 
white indeed to the harvest. The political condition of the world, and 
the prevailing state of the human mind, are preparing the way for the 
universal diffusion, if not reception of the Gospel Paganism, Ma- 
hometism, and Romanism, seem tottering to their fall. Even the 
proud boasting of the last, and the temporary advantages which it is 
now gaining, cannot make it stand. It may nerve itself for a desperate 
struggle, and éxhibit prodigious strength, but that struggle will be its 
last. Our National Society, for the dissemination of the Bible, finds 
it impossible to supply the demands now made upon its depositories 
for copies of the Scriptures. Great doors, and effectual, have been 
opened to them of the Lord, where a few years since no probability of 
access existed. Weare told in prophecy that nations shall be born in 
a day, and surely it is a wonderful Providence, that so soon after China 
became an object of Christian sympathy and zealous effort, its towering 
wall should have been laid low, and one-third of the human race 
brought within reach of our help. 

But where is any proportional increase in the company of the 
preachers? Where is even that measure of increase which was wit- 
nessed in other days? Where are the revivals in colleges and else- 
where, which dnce caused so many to leave the care of their farms 
and merchandize, and take upon them the office of the Ministry—which 
brought the flower of American youth and bound them as living sa- 
crifices with cords of love to horns of the altar? There are no longer 
such ‘times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” Our re- 
cent increase seems only like the droppings from the sky, after the 
windows of heaven have been shut up from rain. 

The disproportion of which I speak is especially manifest within 
that portion of the great harvest field, which constitutes the sphere of 
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our own peculiar anxieties and responsibilities. Throughout our na- 
tional territory the harvest is great, but the laborers are few, and the 
Macedonian cry comes to us from every quarter. Where hundreds 
might be usefully occupied, perhaps only one will be found enga- 
ged in preaching the Gospel, and many promising districts are left 
unguarded, uncultivated, to grow barren under the arid influences of 
open irreligion, or rank beneath the bad culture of ill-instructed hus- 
bandmen. We, my brethren, are responsible for the extension of the 
Gospel, according to the rites and discipline which we believe to be 
most accordant with the intimations of the Divine will, and best adapt- 
ed to the promotion of the permanent interests of Christ’s religion. 
And whatever may be thought of the claims of our polity and the 
advantages of our worship, we believe that in spite of strong prejudices 
here and there, scarce any denomination in this land has such faci- 
lities for entering the harvest as our own. While on the other hand, 
we must confess that the extension of our borders and the increase of 
our Ministry bears no proportion to the facilities we enjoy, and is not 
equal to that of some others, who possess far less advantages than 
ourselves. How frequently have we had occasion to know that our 
lukewarmness and procrastination have discouraged and alienated our 
friends and given to those who follow not us, opportunity to preoccu- 
py the ground which might have been exclusively our own, if we had 
been equally prompt and energetic with themselves. In the great 
majority of such instances however, this loss has been occasioned not 
by neglect on the part of our Ministers, but by the paucity of tkeir 
numbers. With us, indeed, the harvest is plenteous, and generally 
ripe for the sickle, but the /aborers are few, and therefore the result is 
seen that the harvest is passed, summer ended, and sou!s are not saved, 
at least, so as to be our crown of rejoicing in the day of our Lord 
Jesus.* 

4. We are prepared, therefore, to consider in the last place, the 
means of securing an increase of the Ministry. ‘ Pray yet!e Lord of 
the harvest, that He will send forth laborers into His harvest.’’ 
Here we are reminded, that it is the prerogative of the Lord of 
the harvest to send forth laborers into His harvest. Who would 
be allowed to usurp the prerogative of the husbandman in tem- 
poralthings? Who will venture to do it in spiritual things? It is 
vain and worse than vain forany to run upon this sacred errand, with- 
out being sent by Him; without being “truly called, according to the 
will of our Lord Jesus Christ.”+ The Ministry is an office which re- 
quires the special ‘operation of the Holy Ghost to qualify a man for 
it, and no human influence or authority, no social or intellectual ad- 
vantages can supply the want of those Divine credentials, “ written 
not with pen and ink, but upon the fleshly tables of the heart.” 











*The prospects of our Church in this Diocese, with regard to the increase of 
the Ministry, are gloomy indeed at the present time The whole number of Candidates 
for Orders, as reported by the Bishop to the Convention. is only four, and one of these 
has little hope of entering on the work, on account of ill health for many years. The 
Trustees of the Advancement Society inform us that both the Scholarships in their 
gift are vacant, and that scarcely a single application was made for aid to students of 
Theology the last year. 


+t Ordination Service. 
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But while it is God’s own prerogative to send laborers, He is plea- 
sed to work by human instrumentality in preparing their hearts, en- 
lightening their minds, and sustaining their hands. It is for uso 
‘** prepare the way of the Lord, and here as elsewhere, to plant and 
water, though looking to Him for the increase.” (od’s purposes are 
not the rule of our duty, but His precepts. His promises are not the 
substitutes for our prayers and efforts, but the very incentives to them. 
He could cause the natural and spiritual harvest to mature itself under 
the rain and dew of His blessing, or He could cause blight and bar- 
renness to attend vur best efforts in the most fertile soil; but in the 
revelation of His will, tbe meansand end are indissolubly connected, and 
the rule of His kingdom, both ot nature and grace, is, whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he reap. . 

The means to which He has Himself here directed our attention, 
is earnest and constant prayer. Christ Jesus is Himself the Lord of 
the harvest, Head over all things to the Church. He sitteth at the 
right hand of the Father, throned in light inaccessible and full of 
glory, having all power in heaven and earth. Prayer to Him, there- 
fore, prayer for His own prevailing intercession, the prayer of those 
who are accounted righteous before God, because they make mention 
only ofthe righteousness of Christ—is the great instrument of. this and 
every other blessing If He give the Word, great will be * the com- 
pany of the preachers.” But for this, He will be inquired of, to do it. 
If He is unchangeable, He is unchangeable in this very determination, 
that if we ask not, we need not expect to obtain. 

This means was at once prescribed and blessed from the beginning. 
When Christ gave the injunction of the text, He was ready to fulfil the 
petition which He directed them to offer. ‘“ This He said to prove” 
them, not to influence Himself, “ for He Himself knew what He 
would do.” They duubtless obeyed the injunction, and while they 
were speaking, He hearkened to their voice, and calling them to Him, 
sent them forth into the harvest. Surely this circumstance was writ- 
ten fur our admonition and encouragement—yea, for ours especially, 
since we are living in an age, when we may confidently hope that the 
kingdom of God is indeed nigh at hand; when from the language 
of prophecy, compa‘ed with the signs of the times, we may expect 
soon to reap that which is emphatically styled ‘the harvest of the 
earth,” when God will pour out His Spirit in a degree never before 
paralleled. We received long since “the former rain,” and with 
confidence, we may “ask for the /atter rain in His season.” We have 
seen at least “the first fruits” of this harvest gathered in our own 
day, and this is enough to show us what the Lord can do. If then we 
ask, ‘‘ Lord, how long till a// these things be fulfilled,’ although we 
we may not presume to determine, much less to control ‘the times and 
seasons which the Father hath put in His own power,” we have only to 
accept the gracious challenge of the Lord Himself, “ prove me now 
herewith, if I do not open the windows of heaven and pour you out a 
blessing, till there be no room to receive it.” 

But. prayer to God, though the best, is not the only means of secu- 
ring this desired object. We must ask in faith ; but a true faith will 
ever show itself by works of love to God and man. It would be idle 
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for us to expect a harvest from the natural soil, by simply asking God 
to give it, without planting the seed and cultivating the earth—though 
after all our efforts, we depend on Him for the increase ; and so, prayer 
for the increase of the Ministry, would be an idle mockery if we should 
neglect to make those efforts and improve those means which God 
is pleased to bless to our use, in the ordinary course of his Provi- 
dence. It will not then be a deviation from the spirit, though it is an 
addition to the letter of the text, if we consider the means in general 
which are adapted to this end. 

Pastoral influence must be exerted for the increase of the Ministry. 
Ministers must be foremost in every good work, and apply to them- 
selves especially every injunction of their Lord. This object, particu- 
larly, they ought to have deeply at beart. They ought not to be satis- 
fied with numerous attendants in the sanctuary where they minister, or 
increasing communicants at the table of the Lord, which they are ap- 
pointed to serve, without constant accessions from among their people, 
to the ranks of the Ministry. Every congregation should furnish re- 
cruits for the service of the Lord, who shall go forth from among the 
mselves to regions solitary yet, to sow the seeds of piety and love, and 
gather the harvest of immortal souls. And Ministers may hope greatly 
to promote this object, by calling upon Christian men to come up to 
the help of the Lord, and directing the minds of serious youth to this” 
best method of promoting His glory upon earth. “ Brethren pray for 
us,” that we may in this respect make full proof of our Ministry. 

Parental influence is a means within reach of a much larger 
number of those who hear me. Christian parents should keep this 
object in view in the education of those committed to their care. Let 
them dedicate their sons to this peculiar work, and as far as in them 
lies, prepare them for the discharge of its hrgh duties. True, it is not 
in man a/one to secure a fitness or implant a desire for this work, But 
if any value this object, and yet feel inadequate to its attainment, then 
‘pray ye the Lord of the harvest,’’-—and surely the Hearer of prayer 
and Giver of every gvuod gift, will accept such sacrifices, and in many 
instances give success to your good desire, and at least cause it to 
return seven fold into your own bosom. 

Is there no mother who, like Hannah, is ready to “lend” her son 
to the service of her Master? Is there no wife or sister anxious to 
lead a husband or brother’s mind to the blessed Ministry of the Gos- 
pel? Isthere no father willing to devote his most promising child to 
Him, who is the only source of blessing to him and his? Poverty and 
trial are indeed usually its attendants, and the difficulty of providing 
for their households may be trying to flesh and blood. But the pros- 
pect of these things is a necessary trial to the strength of their faith, 
and the poverty of their desires—and if parents and friends (notwith- 
standing these things) are willing to seek this office for those they love, 
the probability is greater that their offering is sincere, and will be ac- 
cepted of the Lord. And to sustain them in the sacrifice of parental 
pride and domestic ambition, let them remember, that though the in- 
cumbents of the Ministry may not acquire fame, or enjoy abundance, 
neither of these might be their lot in any other calling—but that if they 
are anointed to preach the Gospel, they shall have the honor that 
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cometh from God, save seuls from death, and finally shine as the fir- 
mament in the kingdom of their Father. 

Personal self-dedication also is requisite to the increase of the Min- 
istry. This, of course, is far easier to be done in the morning of life, 
before we became entangled with the cares of other things; and hence 
the call to enter upon this work, is addressed peculiarly to those who 
have learned to remember their Creator and love their Saviour in the 
days of their youth True, we want pious physicians, and lawyers, 
and merchants, and planters; but we want an increase of the Ministry 
infiuitely more. And though I would have none adopt it as a profes- 
sion, | think it the duty of every young man who is deemed by others 
qualified, or capable of qualifying himself for the Ministry, to inquire 
seriously, whether it is vot the will of God that he should aid in sup- 
plying the wants of the Church. 

Butit is not on/y to these, that this providential call of God is ad- 
dressed. The first preichers of the Gospel, the same perhaps who 
were here enjoined to pray for the increase of laborers, were called 
away from the midst of lucrative callings and interested friends. And 
so has God separated many, and we trust will separate many more to 
the Grospel, who were reared and educa'ed for far other purposes. 
He who made man’s mouth and gave him wisdom, has caused the elo- 
qneut orator to preach the faith he once destroyed, and set the wise 
jurist for the defence of the Gospel. He who holds the scales of com- 
merce, and disappoints the hope of man, has turned many from the love 
of gain, and taught them to lay up treasures in heaven, by seeking to 
win souls to Christ. He has called the beloved physician from the 
cure of bodily disease, and given him a more sovereign remedy, the 
elixer of life, to administer to the dying sons of men. He has bro- 
ken in upon the ranks of military combatants, and made some of them 
willing to endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, in promo- 
ting the interests of that religion, which, if universally diffused, would 
soon teach men not to “learn war any more.” 

And how many might be spared from the overstocked professions 
of this world, to augment the comparatively little company of the 
preachers. How many ought long ago, to have disappointed the 
wishes of parents, diminished the luxuries of wife and children, to have 
sold their lands, and brought themselves and their possessions to the 
Apostles’ feet, leaving the dead to bury their dead, while they go to 
preach the kingdom of God, And whenever the Spirit of God is 
poured out as in other days, these will be seen “flying, as doves to 


their windows.” 
To all, therefore, who desire the increase of Christ’s kingdom, 


we may address the inquiry, ‘‘ who will go for us, and whom shall 
we send!” and perchance God will put it into the heart of some 
one to answer to this appeal,—‘ here am I, send me.” What, though 
the responsibility and difficulty ofthis service be great, He who sends 

ou into his harvest will give you all needed implements and strength, 
and finally crown your labor with wages better than you could ask or 
think—for “no man hath forsaken any thing for Chris:’s sake aud the 
Gospel, but the Word of the Master is pledged that he shall receive 
manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come, eternal 


lite. 
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Theological education is a means to the same end. God uses means 
as well to secure the qualification as to excite the desire for this work. 
Fitness for it as for any. other office, involves previous training. In the 
absence of miracles, nothing but mental discipline and cultivation can 
enable men to bear the mental exertion incident to the work of the 
Ministry. As we have no inspired ministry, we must have an educa- 
ted Ministry’ They must indeed be called of God and taught of God, 
if they are to make any adequate proof oftheir Ministry, but this does 
not supersede the necessity of intellectual cultivation and theological 
learning. Many arguments might be adduced for this—from the very 
nature of the work and the state of the world in our day; but one sin- 
gle fact speaks volumes—that whereas the first disciples were forbid- 
den to take any thought beforehand, what they should speak in behalf 
of the cause which they espoused—the apostle charged his own son 
in the faith, to give ‘‘attendance to reading,” to “ meditate upon 
these things, and in so doing, to save himself and those who heard 
him.”’ Of course, the work of the Ministry has become more intricate, 
and the difficulty of discovering truth and error, much greater than in 
thatage. Now especially, must the Minister be “nota novice,” lest he be 
lifted up with pride and beguiled from the simplicity which is in 
Christ. His mind must be disciplined by reflection, stored .with 
knowledge, guided by experience. ‘To obtain this, the mass must re- 
sort to some school of the prophets, and sit at the feet of some master 
in Israel. Thus may they obtain that knowledge of things human and 
divine, which the Priest’s lips are expected to keep, and which the 
people will otherwise seek in vain at his mouth. There they may be 
prepared to take their station at the entering in of the gates of the 
crowded city, or go out into the highways and hedges of our far spread 
country, and be to the tribes of our people, ‘the chariot of Israel, 
and the horsemen thereof.’ The object ofall their learning, is to en- 
able them not to have absolute dominion over other’s faith, but to be 
efficient helpers of their joy, not to be mediators between God and 
man, but to testify the Gospel of the grace of God, and rightly to divide 
the Word of truth; and as a meafis to this end, all their researches and 
reflections must be conducted in conformity with the teaching of the 
sure Word of God, and in dependance upon the aid and control of 
His Spirit. 

Pecuniary assistance also must be afforded. Many of those whom 
God hath chosen to this work, are the “ poor of this world, rich in 
faith.” To send them into the harvest, thoroughly furnished for this 
work, is the privilege and the duty of those who are “rich in this 
world ;” and no object of liberality can be more interesting, to those 
who understand the true interests of religion and their own respon- 
sibility. 

,And let me not omit to add the remark in reference to the 
more immediate object of our assembling—that pecuniary assistance 
is necessary, not only for the increase, but the support of the Ministry. 
Many who have been sent forth into the harvest, and have borne the 
burden and heat of the day, are ‘fainting By the way,” because they 
cannot “ provide things honest in the sight of all men,’—or are 
wasting their precious time in laboring for the meat that perisheth, to 
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provide for the famine of their households. They would have enough 
and to spare, if their Christian Brethren would remember the words 
of the Lord Jesus, how he said, “the laborer is worthy of his hire.” 
And if any need encouragement to the performance of this work of 
faith and labor of love, let him remember that other Scripture which 
saith, “‘ whoso shall give to drink a cup of ccld water to one of these 
little ones inthe name of a prophet, shall receive a prophet’s reward,” 

Such are the means to be used for the increase of the Ministry. In 
commending them to your attention, I will only observe, how often 
have they been blessed of God. How many a Samuel and Timothy 
have risen up as monuments of parental faithfulness? How many a 
Moses and Paul have promoted the cause of God with their varied 
attainments?! How many are now occupying “the high places of the 
field,” who were yesterday dependant upon the bounty of the Church? 
How many laborers would have been lost to this work, but for the 
efficacy of a mother’s prayers, the faithfulness of a pastor’s care, the 
liberality of Christian friends ? 

It only remains that I exhort and encourage you all here present, as ye 
love the Lord Jesus Christ, and your own souls, to promote the in- 
crease of the Ministry according to your abilities and opportunities. 
Give your prayers and your efforts, and be assured they shall not be 


in vainin the Lord. 
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[ COMMUNICATED FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. | 


ON CHURCH ARCHITECTURE. 
(Concluded from vol. xxvi,, page 384.) 


Lettern.—The desk from which the lessons are read is called the 
lettern, and is sometimes in the form of an eagle bearing aloft the 
Word of God. This form is well suited to large Churches, but in a 
small Church I should recommend a desk opposite the stalls, and raised 
higher than the prayer desk. The Clergyman can thus read the les- 
sons without much changing his place. 

Litany Desk:—In some very few Churches, a desk just without the 
chancel, is used for saying the Litany; except in very large Churches 
this cannot be recommended. 

Sedilia.—lIt is usual to have two or three seats, either recessed in 
the wall, on the sill of a window, or projecting from the wall under a 
canopy onthe S, W. side of the altar for the use of the Clergy du- 
ring the Communion service. These were called Sedilia, and cer- 
tainly deserve restoration; they entirely do away with the necessity 
of the awkward, cumbrous, and expensive articles, called altar chairs, 
In poor Churches, a plain bench will do, as was recommended under 
the article stalls) The Western seat is generally made lower than 
the rest by means of a step. There should be a small desk in front of 
the sedilia for holding the service books. 

Piscina.—Towards the East end of the South wall of the chancel, 
there should be a recess with a drain, called the ‘piscina, for washing 
the Communion vessels. There may be aledge over this acting as a 


table of prothesis. 
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Aumbrye.—lIt is a very good plan to have a cupboard in the thicke 
ness of the wall, lined with tile, or containing an iron chest, for the 
safe keeping of the sacramental vessels, Should the piscina not be 
large enough, the elements could remain in this aumbrye before they 
are placed on the holy table. 

Altar Rails.—The screen entirely supersedes the necessity of altar 
rails. There is, however, a rubric in the service for the institution of 
Ministers, which seems to require some partition between the altar and 
the place from whence prayers are read. This is one of those doubt- 
ful ceremonial! regulations which are, I conceive, to be settled by the 
Bishop. 

Lord’s Table—The holy table, Lord’s table, Communion table, or 
altar (for by all these names is it called in our Prayer Book,) was ori- 
ginally a common wooden table. The greater security with which 
Christianity was ultimately blessed, and the custom of celebrating the 
Eucharistic mysteries on the tombs of martyrs, caused a change in this 
material, and by the time of Constantine, altars were generally of 
stone. There were, however, woodenaltarsin England as late as the 
thirteenth century, and the portable altar found in the tomb of St. 
Cuthbert, and used by him, was of that material, but covered with 
silver. About the thirteenth century too, the place of the holy table 
was changed from the centre to the East end of the chancel, where 
general custom still retains it. In a matter so entirely indifferent as 
the material of altars, it seems difficult to bring forward an argument 
of any strength on either side. If stone be the material chosen, it will 
be proper to lay a slab (mensa) horizontally on three vertical slabs, 
one at eachend, and one in the middle, or else have a table on four 
legs. If wood be preferred, let a strong and massy table be prepared, 
perfectly well made, but not carved or ornamented. In size, the altar 
should be from 3 feet 2 inches to 3 feet 6 inches high, and from 2 feet 
6 inches to 3 feet wide. Its length must vary according to the size of 
the Church, particularly according to the width of the chancel. The 
holy table should certainly be the most prominent and conspicuous ob- 
ject in the whole building, both because it is that on which that ser- 
vice, which, in the opinion of atu is the most sacred and important, 
is performed, and because, from its position, it is required to close the 
long vista of a Gothic Church, for which necessity demands something 
neither dwarfish nor easily overlooked. [or asmall Church, perhaps 
5 feet long is sufficient; for a large one, 10 feet. A very fair average 
in the common run of Churches, is from 6 feet to 6 feet 6 inches. In 
the Cathedral of Calcutta, built and arranged by the Rt. Rev. Daniel 
Wilson, the altar is in length 14 feet. 

Reredos and Tryptich._—There is sometimes a screen of wood or 
stone behind the Lord’s table, called the reredos. This is utterly un- 
necessary in most Churches; sometimes, also, a picture with 3 leaves 
or compartments, called a tryptich, is used in the place of the reredos. 
This is not much to be recommended. . 

Altar Cloths—The whole altar should always be entirely covered 
with its cloth, (technically, vesting.) This is generally in two parts, 
the one covering the front and two sides, called the frontal, the other 
covering the top, and reaching down about 6 or 8 inches over the other; 
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This is called the superfrontal. Both of these should be fringed, and 
may be embroidered with ecclesiastical symbols to the utmost extent 
of richness. So famous were the English ladies for this species of 
needle work, that embroidery was called opus anglicanum. I may 
be permitted to hope that my fair countrywomen will imitate their an- 
cestresses, and compass the altar of God with the works of their hands. 
Money is not the most acceptable offering to the Lord, though that 
which is mostcommon. The fair linen cloth for the time of Commu- 
nion, is sometimes made to cover the whole altar, sometimes only the 
top and sides, when it is edged with lace. Mr. French of Bulton-le- 
moore, England, makes a linen cloth, covered with a beautiful diaper 
of the sacred monogram, and surrounded with a text of scripture. He 
also provides excellent altar cloths, of good patterns and materials, 
very cheaply. Ihave heard that the New-York Ecclesiological Society 
provide,altar linen, which however I have not seen, and therefore can- 
not recommend on my own responsibility. In this country it is well to 
have a covering or veil over the chalice to preserve its contents from 
the flies, and a napkin to cover the sacramental vessels after Commu- 
nion, is, I think, quite necessary. In some Churches, an old custom 
is preserved of changing the altar cloths at various seasons of the ec- 
clesiastical year. Green is the commonly used color; for festivals of 
martyrs, red; for those of our Saviour, St. Mary, and St. Michael, 
white; for Lent, violet; and for Good Friday, black. 

Books.—The service books should be handsomely and emblemati- 
cally bound, particularly the copy of the Bible, or at least the four 
Gospels, which it appears to me should always lie upon the altar. 

Altar Desk.—A small desk is better than a cushion for supporting 
the book of the officiating Priest. This should be on the Lord’s table 
only when wanted. 

Church Plate—There are some most beautiful designs for Church 
plate given in the Instrumenta, where the means of obtaining such is 

ointed out. A similar set has been lately sent to the Church of the 
Advent in Boston, and has been universally admired. 
Cross, Lights, Flowers.—In some Churches a cross, candlesticks and 
ots for flowers are placed on tle altar, or rather on a ledge, raised 
about 9 inches above the table, aid called a superaltar, I think this 
hardly to be recommended, since the custom is not old (dating from 
about the thirteenth century,) and since the Lord’s table is certainly 
too sacred a place to be used as amere table. A cross, as the symbol 
of salvation, may be placed on the Bible, and the candles, &c. may 
be on the steps leading up to the Holy Table. I may, perhaps, be 
excused for hinting, that if the altar be too holy to support candle- 
sticks and flowers, it is not a proper place for clerical gloves, hand- 
kerchiefs, or elbows. 

Corona-lucis.—In evening services, an excellent way of lighting the 
chancel is by a chandelier of a peculiar pattern, called a corona-lucis, 
and also by what are called standards, which are moveable, and con- 
tain two or more candles each. Patterns-of these are in the Instru- 
menta. 

Grave-yard, Lych-gate—The grave-yard should surround the 
Church, and be enclosed with a good and substantial fence. There is 
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a custom still preserved in the south-west parts of England, of having 
a covered gateway for the shelter of the corpse and mourners, until 
the clergyman is ready to perform the service. This is called the 
lych-gate, and would be found useful in our variable climate. An 
excellent plan occurs in the Instrumenta. In almost all old Church- 
yards there is a venerable yew tree, the cedar might well take its 
place in this country. 

I cannot conclude without venturing to offer a few words of advice 
to the two sets of men who at present divide the Church. I mean 
those who seem resolutely bent on forcing in certain ceremonies and 
ritual observances, which they believe to be sanctioned by the use of a 
long succession of ages, and which are not prohibited by the Church; 
and those again who resist with strenuous zeal the smallest change 
towards the manners and customs of early piety, whilst they look with 
a careless or indulgent eye upon alterations which tend to diminish the 
splendor of God’s service, or to break the traditional records of long 
continued usages. To the former I would say, that ceremonies not 
ordered by the Church are of themselves indifferent and various in 
their tendency ; differing in their operation on minds of different con- 
stitutions. To you, full ofearly lore, and with a taste formed on the 
contemplation of noble models, these ceremonies seem dear and holy, 
for through the medium of imagination and memory, they recall before 
your eyes the objects of your research, and present to your minds 
those bye-gone scenes of early steadfastness and faith, with which you 
have nourished your piety, and formed the character of your holiness ; 
but remember that the majority of your brethren have neither your 
learning, your taste, or your associations, and that to them these cere- 
monies (so noble and majestic, and so symbolical to you,) appear only 
wearisome, tedious, dead, aud superstitious. Above all, remember 
that golden rule of charity, inculcated in the Bible only, that we are to 
deny ourselves rather than to put a stumbling block in our brother’s 
way. On the latter I would urge what is also in the Bible, that some 
have weak consciences, which may lead them to add as well as to omit 
some things in their practice, and that these weak consciences ought 
to be respected by their stronger brethren. They must be permitted 
to do some things which a more robust mind will condemn as trivial, 
or as of no real worth. These latter, too, must also remember, that 
God is not to be worshipped only by faith and reason, he should be ho- 
nored by every thought of our heart, and by every part and portion of 
our faculties, He has given us imagination and taste, therefore with 
thesc are we to glorify our Creator. In ancient days, He himself gave 
the plan of a glorious building and a gorgeous service. In these later 
times, why should we refuse to follow that example, and ourselves to 
dwell in cieled houses of cedar, when the Lord our Creator is wor- 
shipped in buildings the most vile in form, and the most mean in mate- 
rial and execution ! 

The object of this most short and imperfect sketch has been not so 
much to instruct others in the rules of architecture, as to turn their 
attention to its scientific study and experimental application. In these 
days of mechanical skill, and with our more extended empire over the 
powers of nature, we might achieve wonders unprecedented in the 
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annals of art, if we were but gifted with that Divine and lowly spirit 
which inspired the architects of the middle ages. They did not seek 
to immortalize their own names, but to offer up an humble memorial 
of their art to Him, from whom all art and knowledge takes its origin. 
They did not look on a Church as an edifice on which they were to ex- 
pend their skill, because they were paid for planning it, and common 
honesty demands that.value should be given for payment received. 
Honest these men were, and something more! they built not the house 
of God like the house of man. Knowing that the universe cannot 
contain Him, and that His eye is in every place, they built as for infi- 
nite power and omniscient scrutiny. ‘The eyes of their employers 
might fail to see their want of care in some part high on the giddy 
steeple, where none but the artizan would venture, but even this was 
God’s dwelling, and under God’s eye—therefore on this they expen- 
ded the same pains as on the doorway through which the congregation 
daily thronged. They wrote not their names on foundation stones,—. 
they left not records of their skill in letters to be decyphered by man; 
soon after they had lain themselves down on that narrow bed which 
is appointed for all men, their reputation died from the lips of man- 
kind, their appellations were lost amongst the things that were; and 
the present traveller, as he arrives from a land which they knew not 
of, looks with wonder, awe and admiration, on buildings more beauti- 
ful, vast, sublime, and majestic, than had been conceived in the highest 
flights of his imagination, wonders who could have erected such awful 
fanes, and wonders still more that the names of the builders are for- 
gotten. Are they forgotten? Yes! among men, that feeble and obli- 
vious generation. But He who praised the zeal of her who broke the 
ot of precious ointment on His head, even He who seeth in secret 
shall one day bring their names to light, and reward them openly and 
before men. ; 
Let this spirit be found among us, and I am no bigoted admirer of 
the past to deny that future travellers from some distant region may in 
future times admire and respect the Churches of South-Carolina. 


S. J. 


Persons wishing to obtain a competent knowledge of Architecture, 
are referred to the following list of books, all of which can be strongly 
recommended. 

Brandon’s Architecture, with plates, 2 vols. 4to., London, 
‘6s Timber Roofs of the Middle Ages, plates, 4to. 
‘4 Parish Churches, royal 8vo. 1849, - - 
This work is invaluable, as containing not only the exact 
dimensions of the old English Charches, so useful as 
models, but also sketches of their external appear- 
ance in the best style of art. 
Glossary of Architecture, 3 vols., last edition, 8vo., invalu- 
able for a beginner. 
Paley’s Gothic Architecture, 8vo. 1846, - - - 0 6 6 
** Gothic Mouldings, plates, 8vo. 
Sharpe’s Decorated Windows, plates. 
Baptismal Fonts—(series of) Vanvoorst. London. 8yo eee Se 
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S. 
A Few Words to Church Builders. Cambridge, 1844. 0 tl 
Instrumenta Ecclesiastica; containing working drawings 
of stalls, sedilia, and every part of Church fitting. Van- 
voorst. Royal 8vo. 1847. . . - - : 111 6 
History of Canterbury Cathedral, by Professor Willis, 1845. 
Architectural Nomenclature of the Middle Ages, by Professor Willis, 
2 vols. 8vo. For a most curious account of the ceremonies of the 
English Church, between the reformation and the revolution : see the 
Hierurgia Anglicana. Rivington. 1848. This latter work and the 
‘‘ Instrumenta,” are now in the Episcopal Library in Charleston. 
For the ceremonies of the early and later Western Church, see bing- 
ham’s “Origines Ecclesiastice,” and ‘‘ Hierurgia,” by Daniel 
Rock, D.D. 2 vols., plates; £1 8s. Od. 
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CANON XXVII. OF 1832, ENTITLED OF EPISCOPAL CHARGES AND PAS- 
TORAL LETTEES. 


Of this Canon, the Rev. Dr. Hawks (in his work on the Canons,) 
states, ‘“ here itis to be remarked, that matters belonging to the spiri- 
‘‘ tual part of the Bishop’s duties are brought into view; and hence, 
“ respectfully and reverently looking upon the office in its spiritual 
“aspect, the Canon uses not authoritative language, declaring as in 
“other cases, thus shall it be ; but contents itself with the simple inti- 
‘‘ mation that zt 7s deemed proper, that certain things should be done. 
‘The Bishops themselves assented to the propriety, for they assisted 
‘‘in making the Canon; and to their honor be it said, that such an inti- 
‘mation as this, has always had, in their eyes, the furce of the most 
‘positive terms of enactment.’”’ The “ Canonical Inquirer” in the 
last Gospel Messenger, perceives that the opinions of the learned 
Commentator are, Ist. That each Bishop is, in virtue of his office, 
bound to deliver charges, if he deems them requisite. 2d. That this 
Canon, for the reasons given, has “the force of enactment.’”’ Perhaps 
he might say, of this case (as of the prayers on week days,) that if only 
‘two or three be gathered together,” the charge should be delivered. 
Indeed, even as to a sermon, would not the Pastor of course prepare 
it, although he knew his hearers would be very few, and deliver it, 
although even of his “ little flock,” a mere fraction were present in the 
Church. Tne Bishop is “ Pastor Pastorum,” and as the “ Pastor 
Populi,” prepares his sermon, although his flock be the smallest of the 
small, and delivers his sermon on a stormy day, although the congre- 
gation be the smallest possible,—so I should say the Bishop of the 
smallest diocese should prepare a charge, “if he has any thing to 
charge about, and deliver it if there be present ‘two at the least.” 
SISERA. 
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IVEY POBhICATIONS. 

The Huguenot Daughters and other Poems, by Catherine Gendron 
Poyas. Charleston. John Russell—The appearance of an elegant 
volume of sweet and graceful poems, from a Charleston author, and 
by a Charleston publisher, is an event not of every day occurrence. 
That there is enough of talent, of refinement, and of poetical skill in 
our good city, has been long well known to those familiar with its 
literati, Not afew among us, are not only capable of appreciating 
the highest efforts of genius, and the most finished works of art, but 
are able themselves to produce works of a very high character. But, 
owing to the httle encouragement heretofore given to publication 
among us, and to other causes, which need not now be enumerated, 
comparatively few are the issues from the press of Charleston. We 
trust a better and brighter day is dawning upon us. 

This is the first appearance of the author of these poems before the 
public, at least in any permanent form. We trust it may not be her 
last. The poems themselves give indications of talent, of reading, of 
just and wholesome sentiment and cultivated taste. What defects 
they have, are those belonging to one, who has not yet by long prac- 
tice, and deep meditation, plumed her wing, for the loftiest ‘flights. 
Further triumphs are no doubt in store for her. In these now pub- 
lished, a progress may be traced from the comparatively immature 
conceptions and hesitating language of one unused to poetic effort, to 
the firmer grasp and more finished diction of the practised writer. We 
believe they were written at intervals in a series of years. This will 
readily account for considerable irregularities. We say this not de- 
preciatingly, for it was naturally to bé expected, but by way of encou- 
ragement to the fair authuress. 

But the liter ary merits of these poems are not their only claims upon 
the attention of churchmen and church-women. They are imbued 
with a pure morality, a fervent spirit of piety, and a true appreciation 
of the system of the Church. They are worthy to be placed in the 
hands of the young, as vehicles of just thought and devotional senti- 
ment; and as calculated to inspire a fervent love of the beautiful ser- 
vices, scriptural principles, and holy ways of our venerable and beloved 
Church. 

The publisher too should have his meed of praise. The paper, 
type, binding and gilding, are every way elegant and appropriate. 
The gems within are certainly enshrined in a finished casket. We be- 
lieve nearly all the copies are taken. The few remaining ones would 
be exceedingly suitable for presents of affection; and we trust that 
another edition may soon be called for, as an encouragement to Charles- 
ton authors, printers and publishers. 

We make no extracts, because we believe the volume is already in 
the hands of many of our readers, and because we prefer that they 
should read the whole and select their favorites for themselves. 
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Philosophie Theology, §c., by J. W. Miles. Charleston. John Rus- 
sell, 1849.—The cardinal objection to this book is the absence of all 
recognition of the Personal Spirit of Holiness. It is true that the 
author, page 60, disclaims the intention of informing us how the 
“inmost self-consciousness” 1s awakened. His system, however, de- 
manded that explanation, and the work of the Spirit is herein ascribed 
to other things—* truth,” “theology,” and suchabstractions. A phi- 
losophy of religion wanting one person of the God-head, is a ‘ philo- 
sophy falsely so called.” 

With the book as a whole, we are not concerned. As far as it has 
a practical bearing or any answer to the question, “ why was it writ- 
ten ?”— it is an attempt to make as doubtful as possible, the usual logi- 
cal processes by which Christians convince themselves of the objective 
system of Christianity and the immediate connection of this system 
with the vital life of Christ in the soul. The substitute proposed for 
them, is the reason, (as far as we can discover from a serious study of 
the volume) acting upon truth immediately, without the medium of 
the understanding. Hence the assertions of page 190 and elsewhere. 
“Itis the office of the reason to give us truth directly, to furnish us 
with those immediate intuitions which are the necessary basis and 
essential elements of all knowledge and logic, and which must there- 
fore transcend the sphere of the understanding, in carrying with them 
their own proof, by virtue of their very necessity.” Again, ‘‘ reason 
at once gives us truth, not abstractly, but actually, face to face, as it 
were,” page L191.“ Reason gives us the necessar y conceptions of reli- 
gious truth, and it is to reason directly that the religious truthfulness 
of Christianity manifests itself.”” In opposition to this certain convic- 
tion is opposed the necessary doubt of all systems of divinity, or what 
he calls “formalities,” or “efforts to give Christian truth a logical or 
an objective form, which appeal to the understanding or to the emo- 
tions.’ 

On pages 178-188, is a line of argument, which mer’ts a perusal for 
its boldness, its singularity, and we add—its untenableness. There 
are declared to be two great modes, by which the vital spirit of Chris- 
tian truth is embodied in objective forms or systems of thought, subject 
to the understanding. One refers the inquirer to the Bible. alone; the 
other mode; to the Bible, and some authorized interpreter. The ar- 
gument aims to explode all such existing systems, and deny the very 
possibility of forming such, except on the claim of individual infalli- 
bility, or unreasonable selection. ‘This attempt is repeated in the 
Appendix B. Because there are different systems of divinity and ec- 
clesiastical polity in the world, each claiming to be the true, the solu- 
tion proposed is, to throw overboard the belief in any logical processes 
of the understanding in regard to Christianity, and to “substitute cig 
‘*‘ eneral vital subjective convictions of Christianized humanity” 
their place. : 

We ask, therefore, in the first place, is there any objective system 
of doctrine and polity,—that is, any ‘formality’—belonging without 
doubt to Christianity, capable of solid arguments and certain proofs by 
the understanding? We need no stronger language than that of the 
author himself, page 197, “before this tribunal (the understanding) 

VOL, XXVIIL—No. 1. 3 








J ie New Publications. [April, 


her (Christianity’s) historic evidences, her institutions, the consistency 
of her formal doctrines submit themselves, it is true; and they are de- 
fended by a panoply of argument which invites and challenges inves- 
tigation.” So much then is still sure, and thus far there is some refuge 
from the withering blast of skepticism.’ If there is any thing else 
contained in systems of doctrine and Church-government, we are igno- 

rant of it. And if any one shall claim that these embrace all of the 
Christian vital life in the soul, we, with the author, will most strenu- 
ously labor to confute them. What is there more? Sprit. God, 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, the soul, other Spirits, and the spiritual 
relations of these, the one to the other. 

The point then on which we hold the book to be wrong—and so 
far pernicious, is that the inference drawn by the reader must be, 
that Christianity appeals to the reason alone, through some peculiar 
transcendental medium, or no-medium: which medium is not explain- 
ed to be the Holy Spirit. And this doubt (the author must forgive 
us,) will distress his readers, when, as in our own case, they anxiously 
desire to unite to their regard for the truth, their affectionate regard 
for himself. 

The references, repeated in various forms throughout these chap- 
ters, of Christian truth—and of course the Scriptures as the vehicu- 
lum of it,—to the reason directly, must imply a belief of the author that 
there is some way in which reason receives truth other than by the 
medium of the understanding, or, (a point on which he says nothing) 
by the medium of the Holy ‘Spirit. In respect of the first mode, we 
quote against him a witty saying of Dr. South, touching the hypo- 
crite’s charity: that “ it is strangely subtile and metaphysical, for other 
poor mortals of an ordinary capacity are forced to be ignorant of that 
which they can neither see, hear, feel, nor understand.” And as to the 
latter, a remark of Bishop Jewel is pertinent. “If we were nothing 
else but soul, God would give us His grace barely and alone, without 
giving it to any creature, as He doth to His holy angels; but seeing 
our spirit is drowned in our body, and our understanding dull, there- 
fore we receive His grace by sensible signs.” Oragain: “ By these 
doth God make known His secret purpose to His Church: first, He 
declareth mercy by His Word, then He assureth it and sealeth it by 
His Sacraments. In the Word, we have His promises, in the Sacra- 
ments, we see them.” We use these quotations simply for brevity— 
we cannot pretend to go into the argument upon them. We believe 
it to be as bad in philosophy as religion, to say that the reason, in this 
world, acts without the understanding—and if so, then every evil of 
the understanding, and every doubt cast upon it, must bear .directly 
upon the reason also. You may as soon separate the element of fire 
from the materiel on which it feeds. or instance, take the usual illus- 
tration of the speculative reason— the angles ofa triangle are equal 
to two right angles.’ The process of analysis or demonstration is 
done by the understanding—the conviction or intuition of its truth 
originates in the reason. We only ask, is there any conceivable way 
in which the reason can actuate this proposition, or can reach this 
conviction, without the understanding? We hold the understanding 
to be “the faculty that judges according to sense’”’—strictly subject to 
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the laws of time, space, and causation—and until we are convinced that 
the reason can act in some way of its own, and not by, through, or on 
occasion of the understanding, we must still battle, with what might we 
can, for what in old English is termed “ right reason” namely, a sober 
and intelligent understanding. Coleridge, in Aphorism VII. ‘on Spiri- 
tual Religion,” (Aids to Reflection,) is concerned with the same ground 
as the author, and in some points makes the same assertions. ‘The dif- 
ference between them is, that Coleridge maintains the use of the un- 
derstanding for the reason, and harmonious with it: this book, we think, 
has fallen into the error, which in the next Aphorism VIII, is ascribed to 
Lord Bacon—“adopting fantastical and mystical phrases, the dry 
light, (lumen siccum ) lucific vision and the like.” Now, if the reason 
does not act disconnectedly, but mediately through the understanding, 
being so far itself subject to the necessary laws of time and space, then 
all the doubts somewhat ruthlessly cast upon the latter faculty in these 
chapters, are to the confounding of the whole man and the confusion 
of his whole religious faith. The “ general vital subjective convictions 
of Christianized humanity,” which, on page 60, we find to be “that 
sense of confidence in God, wherein filial duty and love are harmonized 
in the sense of paternal reconciliation through the Personal Redeemer, 
are precisely the two senses, wrought in us by the Holy Ghost, through 
media of the understanding, and with Bishop Jewel and the Catholic 
Church, we add—“ sensible signs.”’ Ifthere be a ‘lucific vision,’ we 
humbly confess, we possess it not. And if the author will enlighten 
our darkened mind, so that we need no longer search through all these 
logical doubts, in order “ with all diligence to banish and drive away 
from the Church all erroneous and strange doctrine, contrary to God's 
Word :” so that we need no more repine at our ignorance of Greek 
and Hebrew lore, but read the Bible, “ not through a glass darkly, 
but face to face,” most willingly will we throw aside all meaner studies, 
and sit lowly at his feet. We hope to see a time when all this shall 
happen to us—but not yet, “‘ For now we see through a glass darkly, 
but then face to face now I know but in part, but then shall | know 
even as [ am known.” (1 Cor. xiii. 12.) 

We know there are truths in Christianity ‘spiritually discerned,” 
and which are not comprehended by the understanding. But if these 
truths are arrived at, touched, lived into, if we may say so, except by 
media, which can be apprehended and regulated by this faculty, we 
see no bar to any and all the vagaries of mysticism and infidelity. And 
what class of men arethe High Priests of this pure reason? Men, 
who with the art of Judas, betray Christianity with a kiss, exalt her 
vital convictions, ethics, charity, to hide the fact that they level her 
with the systems of human invention. 

Again, the Bible strongly asserts that which we cannot compre- 
hend, that the Holy Spirit, (2 Tim. i. 14,) Christ, (Romans viii. 10,) 
God, (Phil. ii. 12,) “dwelleth in us to will and to do of His own good 
pleasure” that thus “ we are called into marvellous light ;” (1 Pet. 
li. 9) ; and are to “ walk as children of the light,” (1 Thess. v. 5.) It 
teaches a mode of learning the will of God by obedience, (John vii. 17.) 
Does the Bible, in any case, appeal to this mysterious life in the tem- 
ple of the soul, immediately, to the contempt of understanding ? Does 
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it profess to disregard all objective supports and media? We wot 
not. Welove the Bible, and then the Church, because this light in 
them shines in harmony with the whole man, giving him a ‘peace past 
understanding ;”” yet, to the child or the man, the scholar or the cate- 
chumen, “ profitable, because inspired, for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all goodworks.” (2 Tim. ii. 16-17.) 

We gather, and we think others will do the same, from this volume, 
that the Bible does appeal to the reason immediately, “face to face,” 
and in some transcendant “ vital” manner of its own. Every thing 
else is rejected as a support, The assertions that the Bible was not 
given to make up systems of divinity, avail nothing. One may say a 
country was not made to be mapped out and distributed into States; 
but what can we know of either, unless the law of generalization is 
applied tothem. ‘The Bibleclaims, or it is claimed for it, to point out 
the path to heaven—partly by direct teachings, and partly by being 
written for, and found in the Church—the “‘state of salvation.” True, 
the philosopher who has been educated in the Church, who lives sur- 
rounded by the defences of Christian institutions, so numerous and 
pure, may afford to say (see Appendix C.) that our Lord as a pious 
Jew, was ignorant, whether Moses did or did not write the Penta- 
teuch,* and that St. John ignorantly or carelessly used ‘* wrote” for 
‘“‘said,”’ (v. 46-47)—and venture even farther in the list of liberal in- 
terpretations of holy writ. He may do all this, and still from habit, 
love his Bible and be safe. But among common men, (and we hold 
common men to be truly men, even as to do is always better than to 
think,) this will be the axe laid at the very root of their faith, Where 
has it landed the German people? In every error and evil. And when 
once it has taken hold of the American.mind, if in the providence of 
God it be permitted to do so, its effects will be more disastrous still. 
If the author will give us the canon of interpretation, by which he has 
made this concession concerning the Pentateuch, we fully believe that 
nine-tenths of the Scripture may be stultified by it. To say that the 
Lord of the Bible may err; that the words of the text may be erased ; 
that the book has erred; is to deny its inspiration: for the lowest 
view that a Christian can hold of inspiration, is that the Bible has been 
so watched over by the Holy Ghost, that ithasno error. It has been 
one of the “vital subjective convictions” of the Catholic Church, 
more general infact than any other, that the Bible was not “ written” 
by the willof man; but “ holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” And if this saying of St. Peter concerned the 
Old Testament, and the Pentateuch as a part of it, the argument is @ 
Jortiort in favor of the inspiration of those men who were baptized by 
the Holy Ghost to lead them into all truth. 

But finally, taking this appeal to the reason or inner sense alone, as 
the only “unerring tribunal,” what is it worth? Take the Bible by 
itself, separate from all “ historic testimony, logical divinity, and tra- 
ditional witness,” page 207, and appeal to the “ inmost self-conscious- 





* We presume the question, whether the Pentateuch be nota mere collection of 
myths and legends, is intimately connected with this, and decided by it. 
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ness” of men, and what availsit? The Bible, the Book of Christians, 
has been in late’ years offered in contrast and contest with the Koran, 
the Book ofthe Moslem. Tell us, was it on these grounds that they 
were urged to take up with it? Was it said to those bearded follow- 
ers of the false prophet, “I bring you my Koran to destroy and 
make abominable your Koran? It offers no argument to your un- 
derstanding, for with that faculty it has nothing todo. The Book 
scorns to depend on any history, system of divinity, traditional wit- 
ness. It appeals to your ‘inmost self-consciousness’ its only argu- 
ment, the ‘universal voice of Christianized humanity.’” If so, we 
may imagine the laugh of scorn which was heard inthe bazaars of the 
Levant, as the answer was returned, “ My inmost self-consciousness 
tells me that there is no God but God, and Mahomet is his prophet.” 
So preached not St. Paul on Mars’ Hill. His text was The unknown 
God: his audience, those learned and wonderful Greeks, who had 
“felt after Him,” if haply they might find Him;” whose offspring 
their own poet in some bold metaphor had declared them to be ; the 
very men whom Plato had taught; for whom Socrates had lived. 
Here, if ever, was the time for “an awakened consciousnes.” He 
‘chose rather an awakened conscience, and bade them repent. Acts 
xvil. 30. And tothe answer of the scoffer, he and we must be con- 
tent that we too have nothing better to offer than “the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe.” (1 Cor. i. 21.) 


GN 
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DISCUSSION AT THE SYNOD OF THE GERMAN REFORMED CHURCH; 
AN EXTRACT. 

Preaching, to a great extent, had monopolized almost every thing 
else connected with the public worship of God. With the early 
Christians, prayer and praise was the great matter, when they assem- 
bled themselves together. ‘They came together to pray to God their 
heavenly Father, and to Jesus Christ, their adorable Saviour, and to 
offer up united praises to Him whom they loved. Preaching the 
Word cannot be too highly prized—but prayer and praise are fore- 
most, inasmuch as the former only derives its efficacy and power, when 
blessed from on High in answer to prayer. Now it behooves us to 
look at this matter solemnly, and every one who will look around and 
reflect, must easily be convinced of this fact, that our danger at the 
present time is, that we, and our people with us, take it for granted, 
that the Sabbath services in the sanctuary, mainly—if not almost ex- 
clusively, have their importance from preaching. We goto the Race 
street Church in Philadelphia, to hear Dr. B., or such an one 
preach. “I amto preach in such or such a Church to-day.” It is the 
preacher—or the preaching of the man, of the individual, that seems to 
give the main, if not the whole of the interest to the Sabbath services, 
among the great mass of professing Christians in our country at the 
present day. Now does this undisputed fact not show us that there is 
a defect—a radical defect in our religious habits and feeling ? Should 
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the feeling not rather be, that the devotions—the prayer and praises of 
Christians, apart from any thing else, are of the greatest importance ? 
Far be it from me to exalt the one to the exclusion of the other. But 
let us realize also, that the eloquence of the preacher—preach he ne- 
ver so eloquently,is as sounding brass apart from the fervent believing 
prayers, and cheerful praises of humble and devoted Christians. 


—-—~+__- 


WORLDLY CARES. 


This is not a religious age, and this country is not a religious coun- 
try. You will meet at every turn with people who will assert that the 
present is the most religious age that ever existed; that the last gene- 
ration had no religion at all, and the preceding one less than none, but 
that this age is truly religious, and this country pre-eminently so. But 
these good folks are certainly mistaken. There are undoubtedly, in 
many portious of the Church, symptoms of improvement, but we are 
very far from having already attained to any religious eminence as an 
age. The proof of this isthe extent to which we are infected with the 
desire of riches. ‘That we cannot serve God and Mammon is a propo- 
sition which we dare not formally deny, but one practically to disprove 
which efforts are continually made. Worldly cares press on us in 
youth, and of course they do not relax in age. Every man thinks it 
necessary to be rich. If his position in society is humble, he seeks to 
be rich with reference to that position; when he has succeeded, his 
position has changed, and he has to set about becoming rich with refe- 
rence to his new one. Having food and raiment, to be therewith con- 
tent, is a duty inculcated in the Holy Scriptures; but it is an unpopu- 
lar text which teaches it. Men desire to do good; this is right; but 
what is good? The doctrine of the Catechism is that we are to do 
our duty in that state of life into which it shall please God to call us. 
But this does not satisfy us; we must fight our way into a state of life 
in which we can do more good, Thatis, we must have more influence, 
more power, and of course more responsibility. Have we not all re- 
sponsibility enough? It is an awful question. 

This age, in this country, presents the means of becoming rich in 
an abundance never known before. Hence the intense and inordinate 
desire for wealth which it is in the power of many to attain, and which 
every man fancies to be in his own power. We are all engaged in the 
race to the goal of riches; many of us are not disposed to confine our- 
selves to fair means of deciding the contest. Hence a necessity for 
never-ceasing vigilance and never-relaxing exertion, greater perhaps 
than was ever requisite in any other age and country. Now this is a 
source of many and great evils. Men have not time to be religious, 
and a day, formally set apart for religious worship, becomes to thou- 
sands an occasion of sin, because they think that they need relaxation, 
which they will not afford themselves, otherwise than by devoting to 
Belial the time which circumstances forbid them from appropriating 
to Mammon. But men have not only notime to be religious, but they 
have no money to bestow upon the support of religion. They cannot 
be expected to give more than they can afford; they will give what 
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they can spare; but what can they spare? A man who is working 
for a maintenance can spare what is left of his income, after his main- 
tenance is provided for, or if necessary he may exercise some self- 
denial, maintain his family at a less expense, and give the difference 
to the support of religion. But that is because a maintenance is a 
definite thing, having ascertainable boundaries. But what can the 
man who is working for a fortune spare? His wants are indeed 
boundless. It is clear, clearer than sunshine, that he can spare nothing. 
Necessity may compel him to give something: “but he gives grudg- 
ingly and of necessity,” and the question always before his mind is, how 
little can he decently give ? 

All men are now seeking to be rich. ‘ But they that will be rich 
fall into temptation and asnare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. Tor the love 
of money is the root of all evil ; which, while some have coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows.” Such is the judgment ofan inspired Apostle, of that 
state of mind which in this age and in this country prevails universally. 
A very little observation will confirm the Apostle’s remark. We shall 
see that the worldly cares which the love of riches engender, are a 
snare and a temptation to many otherwise pious and good men, We 
shall see that this has a direct tendency moreover to starve the Church, 
to check the free course of the Gospel. There is but one remedy for 
all the evils of the Church; the great truth must be proclaimed that it 
is the duty of Christians to be contented with poverty. The Laity 
understand now that it is the duty of the Clergy to be contented with 
poverty. Undoubtedly it isso; but it is not less the duty of the Laity 
to be contented with poverty. Not the factitious poverty of a vow, 
nor yet the pinching poverty which so many of our Clergy are com- 
pelled to feel, but that poverty of spirit which can be content with 
food, although not luxurious, and with raiment, although not splendid, 
and can altogether abjure the hope or desire of accumulation. When 
individual Churchmen are generally brought to this state of mind, the 
Church will be rich enough to perform her duties and discharge her 
mission; which she will never be made by calculating at how small a 


sum per head she may be relieved from her present difficulties. 
Church Timese 
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CIRCUS. 


A young member of the Church not long since informed me that he 
was induced, for the first time, to attend a circus, being led thither by 
the example of other professors, and among the first things he heard 
was blasphemy from the clown, who came forth calling himself : The 
great lam.” Is not this enough to prevent any Christians going to 
such a place ? 
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Poetry. 


POBMRY, 


From the Calendar. 


THE STUDENT’S PRAYER. 


THE FIRST APPEARANCE IN COLLEGE CHAPEL. 


Lorp of my life, my guide, my friend, 
Who gav’st me being, giv’st me weal, 
Here in Thy house my knees I bend, 
My early vows to seal. 
Teach me to pray with soul sincere, 
Teach me to love with holy fear, 
Teach me with thankful heart to know 
The source whence all my blessings flow. 


The sport of fashion’s varying gale, 
Who the unsteady bark shall guide, 

Launched on the giddy wave to sail, 
Of life’s uncertain tide ? 

Vaiuly she bounds in quest of heaven, 

Unless thy spirit freely given 

Breathe in her sails and Thou be near, 

O’er hidden rocks her course to steer. 


From mother’s smiles and father’s care, 
And home’s all-hallowing bonds set free, 
Hoping and trembling, scarce I dare, 
To tempt that pathless sea. 
Yet will I forth, O gracious Lord, 
Strong in the nurture of the word, 
Shielded by faith and love divine, 
And sealed with Jesus’ guardian sign. 


Why should I fear? In glorious band 
Time honored names their radiance shed 
Upon this hallowed spot. I stand 
Amidst the mighty dead. 


Here, where they knelt, they bid me kneel ; 


Here, where they felt, they bid me feel 
How truth and knowledge mingling, flow 
With pure religion’s sunny glow. 


Not for the “childish things” of life 

’Tis day the appointed honrs are gone; 
And here for manhood’s ordered strife 

I'll do my armor on— 
With sword of knowledge, shield of truth, 
And holiness, bright helm of youth, 
And faith’s pure banner, to begin 
The war with ignorance and sin, 


Oh, let me at that last, dark hour— 
Not dark, if Thou in love be near— 

O doubly dark, if sin’s rude power 
Have weaned me from Thy fear— 

Then let no keen rememberment 

Of treasures wasted, time misspent, 

A vainly late repentance bring, 

Or add to death a sharper sting. 
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So, then, as erst that Hebrew bo . 

E’en from the womb and oaaile given, 
My soul and body thus with joy 

I consecrate to heaven. 
Thou wilt the fainting step sustain, 
The tempter’s wiles wilt render vain, 
And crown at last, from terror free 
The patient child with victory. 

















































From the Missionary, 


THE BEAUCHAMP MONUMENT. 
IN THE CHOIR OF WARWICK CHURCH. 


‘ 7 ® . . 
. Te spectem, suprema mihi cum venerit hora, 
Te teneam, moriens deficiente manu.” 


“ Love, let me take thy hand, 

_ “ That tenderest, truest one, 

« The same I heid, when we did stand, 
“‘ Before the altar-stone: 

«‘ There, let me hold it so; 
“Tt stays my sinking heart : 

‘‘ Nor, till its pulses cease to flow, 
“‘ Permit that grasp to part. 


«‘ Nay, when thy breast, my bride, 
“ Mingles its dust with mine, 

“ And, sweetly sleeping, side by side, 
“‘ We rest beneath the shrine; 

‘So, let the sculptor’s art 
“ Our love perpetuate ; 

“ The grasp, that life could never part, 
“ Death shall but consecrate.” 


Thus dying Beauchamp spake ; 
His will was strictly done ; 

Sweetly they sleep as once they stood, 
Before the altar-stone : 

He, in his mailed coat, 
She, in her bridal vest ; 

In sculptured neve side by side, 
And hand, in hand, they rest. 


I’ve stood among the tombs, 
In many an ancient fane, 

Where mitred head and sworded hand 
Bring ages up, again ; 

But, all the stone seems, here 
Instinct with vital breath ; 

And this, its lesson to my heart, 

LOVE OVERMASTERING DEATH, 
Warwick, July 1841. G. W. D. 
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Monthly Missionary Lecture.—That for March, was by the Minister 
of St. Stephen’s Chapel, (the Rev. C. Wallace.) It was more than 
ordinarily interesting, taking the wide scope of the text, “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” Gifts for Missions were of course 
VOL. XXVII.—No. 1. A 
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commended as a duty, a satisfaction to the giver and a benefit to many— 
but other ‘“ good deeds for the house of God, and for the offices there- 
of,” were also recommended, and in particular for founding ‘the 
Church Home,” of which there is a brief notice in the Bishop’s Ad- 
dress to the Convention. The Bishop, as usual, read a statement 
respecting the present condition of ‘‘ the Missions of the Church.” 

The amount collected was $11 16. | 

Missions of the Church—Domestic. Wisconsin. Delavan. The 
Missionary writes, “‘ had any of our cuz bono friends accompanied me 
but a few years since, to any or all of these stations, then indeed they 
might have had their doubts strengthened, in proportion to the weak- 
ness of their faith, for they would have seen the Missionary at each, 
with the very few members attached to our Communion, assembled 
in a little school-room, and which they, perhaps, could only occupy 
occasionally, having to yield their right, if any right there was, to the 
more bustling Christian friends around them. Surely it was then a 
cheerless state of things to the poor Missionary, if he were not asked 
‘Son of man can these dry bones live ? well might he be asked, ‘ Do 
you ever hope to have a congregation and a Church here?’ The expe- 
riment was made in faith, and now as to the effect. At Janesville, 
they have a beautiful Church and a good congregation. At Beloit, 
they are erecting a Church; and here our progress and prospects are 
as already stated; and I select these only as specimens of what is do- 
ing in Wisconsin, and doubtless in the other Missionary States, but at 
what sacrifices, the Missionary is probably the only person qualified to 
state; and on this part of the subject, we have long since learned the 
lesson, ‘ to suffer in silence.’ ” 

Towa. Davenport—* A Sunday school had been commenced, but 
they were sadly in want of the requisite books to conduct it properly. 
This has been remedied by the purchase of the entire library of the 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union, and a supply of Sunday 
school books by the parish. No Communion plate was owned by the 
parish, for the decent celebration of the Lord’s Supper. This has 
also been remedied by the purchase of a set from contributions for 
that object. The use of a Melodeon has also been obtained, for the 
purpose of aiding in sustaining the chaunts, which answers a good tem- 
porary use...-.-In lowa, the Church is, emphatically, weak, and her 
members scattered ; while sects of every description are also repre- 
sented, and making every effort at gaining a foothold on hersoil. Her 
spiritual interests most imperatively demand, and it is a great loss and 
shame to us that they do not receive more attention from our Church. 
With an immense territory—and a soil, unsurpassed in fertility—rich 
also in other resources—and whose beauty of scenery is the praise of 
every beholder—we have not a single congregation that can approach 
anything toward a self-support. In fact, there is not one permanent 
Church building, built and paid for; while, everywhere, the tide of 
population is pouring in upon us at a tremendous rate. In Northern 
Iowa, it is computed that during the past season, at least 60,000 have 
made it their home, partly from foreign immigration, and partly from 
other States. And yet, for this multitude, so vast, and incessantly 
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increasing—our Church can recognize but four Clergymen in active 
service. ‘ The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are indeed few.’”’ 

The Jews.—‘‘ The past year has not presented as many opportuni- 
ties for usefulness among the Jews, as the previous one; not many 
having arrived from Europe, and it being chiefly among those who have 
recently fled from persecution and oppression, that the Missionary of 
the Cross can present the message of salvation through a crucified 
Redeemer. Those who have long resided in this favored land, either 
become more confirmed in their opposition to the truth, as it is in 
Christ, or sink deep in the dark abyss of infidelity, and become, as it 
were, case-hardened against all truth.” 

Oregon.—* The change of political allegiance operates favorably, 
by transferring to our branch of the Church, all those hitherto connected 
with the services of the English Church, and in the employ of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company; as, for instance, at Fort Vancouver, where 
the Liturgy of the English Church, now necessarily discontinued, has 
been for many years regularly maintained. To this new field, (here 
ripening for the harvest,) the Committee would now invite attention. 
The Committee well remark, and inform us, ‘the Missionary life is 
itself one of the most effectual correctives of extreme views and ten- 
dencies ; and our Missionaries are busy, practical men coming in direct 
collision with error and vice, and meeting it face to face. As a body, 
they deserve confidence for their doctrine and their work, commending 
themselves as faithful in the eye of God and of His Church, As to 

eneral results, we have not yet had cause to distrust the safe working 
of the Church’s system, and its sufficiency for the protection of all 
its essential interests. - - - . From the treasury of the Domestic Mis- 
sions, annual help of one thousand dollars is given to Bishop Chase, 
who presides over the great Missionary grounds of Illinois; and of 
three thousand dollars to the Missionary Bishops of the North-west 
and South-west: and sixteen thousand dollars to about one hundred 
Missionaries in twenty-one dioceses or territories within the bounds of 
the United States. And these clergymen tre operating frequently 
upon several parishes ; these in their new and forming districts, being 
bat as foundation work for future superstructures. [Follow out these 
labors and their results but for halfa century, and think what a differ- 
ence it would make to have had these services, or to have been without 
them.....Many a single individual or family might adopt a certain 
Missionary, or a certain parish, and contribute the smal] amount the 
stipend calls for, and follow the course of the Missionary, or the his- 
tory of the parish, with an appropriating affection; or a congregation 
might thus select and direct its offerings.” 

Foreign Missions.—Africa. Fishtown—‘ The people and members 
ofthe school there gave Mr. Rambo a most cordial welcome. Much 
may be reasonably anticipated from the zeal and qualifications with 
which this brother enters on his work. In addition to two services 
for the natives, and one for the schools, L attended with Mr. Rambo,’ 
the examination of the boys and girls connected with the schools of 
the station. It was pleasing to see how much had been accomplished 
by the native teachers, to whose exclusive trust the children had been 
committed since Dr. Perkins’ departure.....‘To-day, had the great 
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happiness of laying the corner-stone of St. Mark’s Church. The masons 
had been at work for some weeks previously; but the ceremony of 
to-day was delayed on account of the unsettled state of the weather. 
There was the less cause to regret this, as in consequence of it, we 
were favored with the presence and assistance of brothers Rambo and 
Hoffman. The day was propitious, and there was a very numerous 
congregation in attendance on the services. A very general gratifica- 
tion was manifested at the laying the corner-stone of this house of the 
Lord. -..: Congregation this morning, two hundred. In the Sunday- 
school there were present twenty-one children from the native villa- 
ges around. Ifthe adults continue to reject the Gospel, it is comforting 
to see that there is a prospect of gathering a Christian Church from 
the children thus brought under our influence.” About fifteen grown 
persons and several children have been baptized. Rev. Mr. Rambo 
writes, ‘‘ having performed two-thirds of our journey, we came to 
what is called the “ Devil’s Rock.” It is prominent—being high and 
projecting into the sea. It isso called because here the heathen some- 
times sacrifice animals to the Kwi, (Devil.) This is proved by the fact 
that we found bones upon its summit, which were doubtless those of 
the animals slaughtered for the sacrifice. ‘These bones and numerous 
shells deposited there are sacred, from the fact that they are placed 
there also as offerings tothe Kwi. Oh, that the Gospel may soon take 
possession of the hearts of these poor heathen.....Though more than 
two months had elapsed since Dr, Perkins left them, we found these 
schools in tolerable good order, having been since his departure en- 
tirely under the superintendence and tutorage of an excellent native 
teacher, Samuel Boyd, and his wife.....We called upon the headman 
of the town, and proposed to preach in the place. He invited us into 
the court-yard of his house, where he soon gathered quite a congrega- 
tion of his villagers. Men, women and children were there ; all seemed 
eager at least to see and hear the new Missionary, if not listen to the 
Gospel for its and their own sake. Being introduced to them by Mr. 
P., who was known to most of them, I endeavored to show them that 
they were condemned sinners in the sight of God, and urged them to 
flee from the wrath to come threugh a crucified Saviour. Boyd, my 
interpreter, is an uncommonly intelligent and good one; I hope, there- 
fore, through the Spirit’s aid, sume real good was effected.....The 
Missionary’s work here is emphatically a work of faith. He must be 
content to sow again and again—yea, all his life, perhaps, without see- 
ing much visible fruit, at least amongst those not in his schools; but 
as the promise is, ‘‘ the Word that goeth forth out of My mouth shall 
not return unto me void; but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” Well may the 
Missionary take courage, and looking in faith to the Lord for the early 
and the latter rain, go forward in the midst of discouragements.” 
China.—* While visiting my new school at the village, the people 
asked me, and begged and insisted that I would “ discourse book” to 
them. It would be a series of tame tautologies, if I should repeat the 
proofs which every day furnishes, that the people here are entirely 
ready and willing to hear our message whenever we will deliver it 
to them..... The Bishop’s congregation to-day was quite large. At the 
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village school-house I had also a large number of children crowding 
in, and at our old station the hearers were unusually attentive. In 
many places I observ ed the people repairing and beautifying the 
shrines of the God of Wealth... .. The Bishop has prepared the mar- 
riage service in the local dialect, and as he performed the ceremony, 
nothing could exceed the interest and attention of all present. I trust 
the testimony burue against polygamy will not be without its effect. 
He baptized a boy and also a woman-servant of Miss Jones’s—our 
Jirst female convert, and one whose simplicity of character and steadi- 
ness of conduct has caused us to feel a sincere regard and respect for 
her. Her second daughter was baptized with her, being over four 
years old; the eldest is under .Miss Jones’s care, iad is tao old to be 
considered a fit subject for infant baptism In the evening I had a 
good congregation at the village,—and after that, it was truly refresh- 
ing to take part in our usual Sunday evening service, “in our own 
tongue, wherein we were born”... . The Bishop writes, “ the sad office 
falls to my lot to report the departure of anotner of oursmal! band for 
the United States. Miss \:orse, with my son Henry, left us on the 5th 
inst... .. We trust that she will be quite well before the ship rounds the 
Cape, and that she will be all ready to come out again after four or 
five months at home. Miss Morse has served the Committee gratul- 
tously and most indefatigably for five years. She has been, since her 
connection with the Mission, the most persevering and untiring laborer 
that I have ever seen. She has well deserved the warmest thanks of 
the Committee, not only for the amount of work she has done, but also 
for the example she has set of what a young Christian female can do 
for the Missionary cause....-I am supplying Miss Morse’s place in 
the school, and trust God will graciously vouchsafe me health to con- 
tinue to do so until you can send us help. Mr. Syle’s time must be 
given up to out-door work; besides, all his talent lies that way. He 
has written you a full account of the baptism of Soo-doong, in whose 
sincerity I have great confidence. lexpect (D. V.) to baptize Chai’s 
youngest brother soon. Through God’s blessing the work is growing 
inour hands. Chai’s brother will make the sixth baptized this year. 
...- This forms so invariable a portion of the Missionary’s cup, a sad 
separation from his offspring. It is not enough that he must leave the 
home of his ancestors, his calling also demands this more heart-rend- 
ing offering. The gracious Saviour, for whose sake the offering is made, 
mercifully accept it, and in pity bind up all the hearts that bleed from 
this cause, ay mine now does, Ihave seen for some time, that Henry’s 
going home must be the issue of these continued attacks of fever, and 
of the increasing difficulties of his education ; but hoped to hold out 
at least a year or two longer... .-Our dear brother Spalding is gone; 
yes, gone from us, and from our work, which so much needed his effi- 
cient services; but, thank God, we can with much assurance say, gone 
to peace, to endless happiness and glory. His health had failed very 
fast before he left us. Krom repeated examinations, the doctor unhe- 
sitatingly affirmed that he had a tubercle in his lett lung—the disposi- 
tion to hemorrhage, from which he at first suffered, had left him, and 
Dr. Lockhart considered it quite safe forhim to gotosea. He accord 
ingly left us, as I wrote you in a previous letter on the 30th of August. 
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Weare all deeply grieved at his loss—(the vessel supposed to be 
wrecked.) 

The amount reported for Domestic Missions is $4,296. From 
South-Carolina, $365; for foreign $6,591. From South-Carolina, 
$116. 


Consecration of the Bishop elect of Mississippi—The Rev. William 
M. Green, D. D., was consecrated on Sunday last, being the second 
Sunday in Lent, to the high and holy office of a Bishop in the Church 
of God. The solemn services of the occasion were held in St. An- 
drew’s Church, Jackson, which was filled to overflowing by an intelli- 
gent and deeply interested congregation. The Right Rev. Bishops of 
‘Tennessee, Louisiana, Alabama, and Arkansas, officiated. Morning 
Prayer was read by the Rev. Dr. Page of Memphis, Tenn., assisted in 
the lessons by the Rev. B. M. Miller, of this Diocese. The Ante-com- 
munion service was read by Bishop Polk, Bishop Freeman reading 
the Epistle, and Bishop Cobbs, the Gospel]. The sermon was by 
Bishop Otey, on the words: “ This is the Word of the Lord unto 
Zerubbabel, saying, not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of Hosts.” (Zech. iv. 6.) It need not be said, that it was a 
most impressive and affecting exhibition of truths appropriate to the 
occasion. After the delivery of the sermon, Bishop Otey, as presi- 
ding Bishop, having taken his chair near the Holy Table, the Bishop 
elect, vested in his rochet, was presented by Bishops Polk and Free- 
man. ‘The testimonials in his favor were read by the Rev. S. Patter- 
son, President of the Standing Committee of the Diocese, and the Rev. 
W.P.C.Johnson. The required promise of conformity to the doc- 
trine, discipline, and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
was then made by the Bishop elect. The presiding Bishop then moved 
the congregation, in the words of the Church, to offer up their prayers 
to Almighty God for His blessing, and this was done in the earnest 
language of the Litany. The presiding Bishop then examined the 
Bishop elect in certain articles, to the end that the congregation pre- 
sent might have a trial, and bear witness, how he was minded to 
behave himself in the Church of God. The Bishop elect replied to 
the questions addressed to himin a manner that must have satisfied all 
who listened to him, that he deeply felt the awful responsibility about 
to be laid upon him, and his need of “the help of God.” The Bishop 
elect then put on the rest of the Episcopal habit, being assisted therein 
by Rev. Messrs. D. Kerr and E, H. Downing. The “ Veni, Creator 
Spiritus”? was then said over him, the prayers appointed for the solem- 
nity were offered up, and then the presiding Bishop, and the other 
Bishops present, laid their hands on the head of the Bishop elect kneel- 
ine before them, and in the name ofthe Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, committed unto him the office and work ofa Bishop 
in the Church of God. The first Bishop of Mississippi then took his 
place with his brethren in the Church, and the presiding Bishop pro- 
ceeded in the Communion service. Five Bishops, ten Presbyters, and 
a large number of other Communicants were blessed with the privi- 
lege on that interesting occasion, of commemorating the love of Him 
who hath purchased to Himself an universal Church, by the precious 


blood of His dear Son. 
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On Saturday morning, February 23d, St. Andrew’s Church, Jackson, 
was consecrated by Bishop Otey. The sermon on that occasion, was 
by Bishop Cobbs. In the afternoon, several children and adults were 
baptized by Bishop Otey. Sermon by Bishop Polk. At night, the 
Rev. Dr. Page preached. 

Sunday afternoon, February 24, Bishop Green preached, and con- 
firmed. At night, the sermon was by Bishop ['reeman. 

Rail Roads—What right have the stockholders of our rail-roads to 
run their cars, and carry passengers and produce on the Sabbath, 
while the farmer and others are forbidden to employ their hands or 
their teams on the same day for thesame purpose?! What fairness or 
equality in this? Asa general thing, those who take stock in rail- 
roads, are among the wealthy of the land, and if any class of citizens 
should be prohibited from running machinery and making money on 
that day, they arethe class. If any man should be allowed to violate 
the Sabbath, it is the man who is too poor to take stock in the rail 
road—the man who is compelled to work hard all the time to sustain 
his family. But such a man must stop his plough and hoe, his cart 
and sickle, and rest on the Sabbath, while the rich and religious of the 
land roll along their ponderous wagons, carrying freight and passen- 
gers, and thus adding to their wealth by Sabbath desecration. I[fcars 
run on the Sabbath, why may not gins or mills run on that day ! Why 
should the manufacturer be required to stop his spindles and lose the 
work of fifty-two days in the year? A Christian brother invests five 
thousand dollars in a rail-road ; he, or the company, employs hands 
every Sabbath lading and unlading and running the cars, and for what ? 
Not to accommodate the travelling public, but to make money. Atthe 
moderate rate of 7 per cent. his five thousand dollars would bring him 
fifty dollars for the fifty-two Sabbaths in the year. A nice little sum! 
If the poor man was allowed to labor on that day, and realize that 
sum, it would procure him just as much as the Christian ‘stockholder 
procures with his fifty dollars made onthe rail-road. Many Christian 
stockholders, we know, are opposed to the cars running on the Sab- 
bath; let them combine and cause their influence to_be felt. Railroad 
companies are suspending operations on the Sabbath in various sec- 
tions of the country, why should it not be so in South-Carolina ¢ 

Erskine Miscellany. 


Sunday Travel—Pennsylvania Central Rail-road.—The Hon. Joseph 
R. Ingersoll defended the resolution which had been previously adop- 
ted, to the effect, that no passengers should be carried over said route 
ona Sunday. Mr. I. contended that no complaint had been made by 
any body of stockholders, except the respectable individuals who had 
offered and would support the counter resolution just read. Mr. I. ven- 
tured to say that the Company would lose by Sunday traffic—the Bal- 
timore Company proved this fact—and a director of the Rail-road had 
but on that day told the Speaker, that they did not run on a Sunday, 
for one reason, because it did not pay. All other Companies, such as 
Banks, Insurance Companies, and other Corporations, closed their 
offices on the Sabbath, in the same way as storekeepers closed their 
stores—why then should not the Pennsylvania Incorporated Rail-road 
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Company dothe same? Contracts made on Sundays were not good 
in law, aud therefore the Company may be much embarrassed, either 
in suing or being sued. Mr. 1. advocated the rights of labor as inclu- 
ding and requiring a day of rest, a Christian Sabbath. Mr. I. thought 
that the votes on the question should be taken by the number of shares, 
that the amount of shares should decide, rather than a mere majority 
of shareholders. The sanctity in which the Sabbath was held by the 
Jews was beautifully described, and the Speaker reminded his hearers 
that the same tables which contained the commandment—“ Thou shalt 
keep holy the Sabbath Day”—also had the commands—‘“ Thou shalt 
do no murder”—* Thou shalt not steal,” &c. All were equally com- 
mandments from Mount Sinai. 

“The Rev. Mr. Leeser was not in favor of suspending traffic on the 
Rail-road on Sunday.”’ We should not expect himto be. Asa Jew 
he can afford to appropriate the Christian Sabbath to traffic. 

The suspension of traffic on the road was ably advocated by Mr. J. 
M. Kennedy, who thought that other States and Rail-road companies 
would follow the example—that a day of rest was one of the rights of 
labor, and that in this country six days of labor were surely enough. 
Mr. Solomon W. Roberts thought it hard that men, who were consci- 
entiously opposed to woking on Sundays, and who were employed on 
Rail-roads, should be compelled so to labor against their conscientous 
convictions. On motion, the meeting was adjourned to Monday even- 
ing next, when we suppose both Jew and Skeptic will combine, in 
effect to exclude from the management of this great enterprize, all who 
have a true regard for human rights or the Divine law. We do not 
see how Christian men can reconcile so flagrant a violation of the spi- 
rit of the Lord’s day, as to give the influence of their names and autho- 
rity to the running of Sabbath trains, nor why men should be barred 
out from all occupance in the service of the Company, because they 
feel in conscience bound to obey God rather than man.—E. Recorder. 





OBIPCARY INOVICHAS. 


Departed this lite on the 26th March, aged 57, Mr. Otrver L. Dogson a worthy 
member of St. Philip’s congregation, Charleston, and a devout communicant of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church. “The kindness of his nature (and few men had so much of it) 
was fostered by his Christian principles, and manifested both by words and deeds—in 
services for the widow, the orphan, and the needy, generally, and in gifts for the relief 
of the poor, and those who were without the word of God and the ministrations of his 


Church. Mindtul of the great work of every man, not long before his death, he remar- 
pon his heart ‘- this house has to be set in order.” 
? 


ked at the same time, laying his hand u to 
and so regarded by that Divine Judge before 


We humbly trust it was ‘set in order, 
whom the soul must appear. 


“The sweet remembrance of the just, 
Shall flourish when she sleeps in death.” 
Departed this life in the city of N. York, March 6, 1850, Mrs. Harriette LownpDeEs 


Brown. daughter of the late Rawlins Lowndes, of Charleston, S. U., and sister of the 
late Hon. William Lowndes, aged 85 years and 5 months. ‘‘ Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord.” 
rr ADOO SND POS PO me 
CALENDAR FOR APRIL. : 

21 Third Snnday after Easter 
25. St Mark 

28. Fourth Sunday after Easter. 


1. Easter Mon:lay. 
2 Easter Tuesday. 
7. First Sunday after Easter. 


14. Second Sunday after Easter. 
























Beautiful Books for Christmas Presents. 





The Combatants, The Distant Hills, 

The Dark River, The Shadow of the Cross, 

The Revellers, The Old Man’s Home, 

‘The Midnight Sea, and Wanderer, The History of our Blessed Lord, 
Helan Morton’s Trial. Alegories, elegantly bound. 


With a large supply of 

The bovea and other Books, in cheaper turms tor Children. Published by the Gene- 
ral Sunday School Union. 
ALSO, : 

A further supply of A PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMAN LOOKING FOR THE 
CHURCH; by one of Three Hundred, and 

The Catholic saved from Popery, being an account of the Reclaimation of one to the 
American Church, who had goue to the Romish Communion; by Rev. J. A. Spooner. 


Decl. For sale by A. E. MILLER. 
Raleigh, N. C., will be promptly answered. 





Boarding and Day School for Young Ladies. 


The Exercises of Miss MURDEN & SISTERS’ Boarding and Day School will be 
resumed, with increased advantages, after the usual Christmas vacation, on Wednesday, 
2nd January, 1850, at their residence, 34 Society-street. 

The assistance of Mr. GUENEBAULT has been engaged for the French Department, 
and that of Mr. JOSEPH T. CALDWELL for the higher branches of Euglish. ‘Teachers 
are also provided for Music, Drawing, Dancing, &c. The pleasant and extensive pre- 
mises afford every opportunity for exercise and recreation within their bounds—while 
the experience of many years sufficiently attests their healthy location, and the efficient 
band of Teachers employed will enable Miss M. «& Sisters to offer to their pupils every 
facility for acquiring a thorough education. 

January 1, !850. 


Mr. S. T. Cromwell, Professor of Music, 


Respectfully informs.the public that he gives instruction on the Organ. Piano Forte, 
Guitar, and in Singing, at his residence, No. 9 Back-street, on moderate terms. Ladies 
and gentlemen qualified to lead choirs and congregation m singing. His method of 
chanting, simplified, for sale at this oftice. 











. Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina, 
Thos. G. Simons, jr, Treasurer, office No. 1, Vanderhorst wharf, will attend at the Library 
Chalmers’-street, on the | st Friday after the 1st Monday in every month, from 12 to 2 o’clock. 
The Library is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 12 to2 o'clock. Annu- 
al subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas. 
R. Pringle, Fisq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10: 
subscription to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs. Jane 
« M. Thomas, Boundary street, north side; Librarian, Miss Jane M. Pinckney, 28 King 
street, near Whim’s Court, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered 
every Monday morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled 
to one Bible or Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 


Receiving Agents for this Diocese. 

Te BisHor or THE Dioceses for Missions, within the State, commonly called Dio- 
cesan Missions. 

JACOB K. SASS, Teller of the Bank of Charleston for Missions within the United States, 
under the direction of the ** Domestic and Foreign issionary Society of the Pro. Episcopal 
Church,” commonly called Domestic Missions. All monies sent by mail must be directed 
to him at the Bank of Charleston, where he is always to be found duriug business hours. 

HENRY TRESCOT, Esq.. Cashier of the State Bank, for Missions without the 
United States, under the direction of the Society above named, commonly called Fo- 
reign Missions. , 

EDWARD BLAKE, Esq. Teller of the Bank of South-Carolina. is Agent for re- 
ceiving any contributions to Bishop Chase’s Institution, Jubilee College. 

Dr. ..M. CAMPBELL, is Treasurer of the Fund for establishing and endowing one 
or more Episcopal Schools, in the Diocese of South-Carolina, and will receive such 


sums as may be offered for that purpose, 








Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years: 








1849. 1850. 
Amount brought forward for Amount brought forward for 
Vol. XXVI. $458 15 Vol. XXVII. $53 00- 
Mrs. Gallivant, Society Hill, 1847 Jacob R. Valk, West Port, " 3 00 
and 1848, - - - 6 00 | Rev. J. Ward Simmons,” - . 3 00 
Mrs, James Gaillard, - - - 2 50 | Rev. John J: Roberts, Winnsboro’, 3 00 
Rev. F. H. Rutledge, Tallahassee, 3 00] Mrs. James Gaillard, ° : 3 00: 
Sales, - - - - . 0 50} Miss A. C. Dawson, - - 3 00 
-———— | Miss Mary Blake, - - - £43 00 
$470 15 
$69 00 : 
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Burlington Coilege. 

The Eighth Term of this Institution wili open on the first day of May 1850. Early 
application is requested, either to the Rt. Rev. George W. Doane, the President, or to 
the Rev. James W. Bradin, Rector. 


St. Mary’s Hall, Burlington, New Jersey. 
The Twenty-seventh Term of this Institution will open on the first day of May 1850. . 
Early application is requested, either to the Rt. Rev. George W. Doane, the Bishop of 
the Diocese, or to the Rev. Reuben J. Germain, Principal. 


A Candidate for Orders 


In the Protestant Episcopal Church, who is a graduate of a Northern College, and 
acquainted with the French language, desires a situation as Teacher in a private family, 
or a small School, in some one of the Southern States. The best of references given. 
Apply to the Rev. John H. Parker, Salisbury, N. C. 


School of St. Philip’s Parish. 


This Institution having been ‘long suspended, is now in operation, for the present, in 
the house in the rear of St. Stephen’s Chapel, Anson street. The Teacher, Mr. R. H. 
Mason, has had experience in preparing boys for College, is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina, and a Candidate for Holy Orders. The visiters are the Rector 
and Assistant Minister of St. Philip’s Church, and the Minister of St. Stephen’s Chapel. 
Boys will be instructed in the cin English and Classical Studies, and efforts made 
to train them in Christian truth and duty. The number of Pupils is limited to twenty. 
Apply at the School. {4 Boarding can be obtained. Feb. 1850. 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 


The History, object and proper observance of the holy Season of Lent; by William 
Ingraham Kip, DD 
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The Early Conflicts of Christianity ; by the same Author. 
The History of the African Mission of the P. E Church; by Mrs. E. F. Hening. 
The History of the Reformation in England ; by the Rev. W. D. Wilson, DD. 
The Whole Duty of Man, laid down in a plain and familiar way, &c. 
The Devotions of Bishop Andrewes, translated from the Greek, and arranged anew. 
The Churchman’s Heavenly Hours, or daily approaches to God, &c. 
The Dew of Heaven, or Prayers and meditations for every day of the week, &c. 
The Sponsor's Gift, or the candidate for Confirmation, &c. 
The Christian Year. Thoughts in verse, &c.: by the Rev, John Keble. 
With several others recently published, and for sale by 
A. E. MILLER, No. 5, Broad-Street. 





Rev. Edward Thomas’ Sermons, 


Formerly Rector of Trinity Church, Edisto Island, and Rector of St. 
John’s Parish, Berkley, in the State of South-Carolina. 


The very ready sale of the first edition, and continued demand for a second, has in- 
duced the Subscriber to offer his services for the publication of another edition of these 
sermons, which he will put to press as soon as sufficient subscribers are obtained to 
defray the expense. Having obtained permission from those interested, he will not be 
delayed in the prosecution of the work. 

The Book will be printed in the same size page as the first edition, (12mo.) reducing . 
the size of the type; and will contain the same number of pages. The price will be 
$1 50 per copy, bound in muslin boards, in the usual style. | 

(Subscriptions will be received at Mr. John Russell’s and Mr. W. C. Babcock’s . 
Bookstores, in King-street, and at the Office of the publisher, 

Sept. 1 A. E. MILLER, 5 Broad-street. 
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